3rd International Business Law Conference 2015
Courtyard Marriott Nusa Dua, Bali, Indonesia
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independent law firms

14 - 15 September 2015
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ADVOC, a leading network of law firms, is hosting their 3rd International Business Law Conference in Bali, and we
would like to invite you to join us.

Date:				
14 - 15 September 2015
Location: 			Bali, Indonesia
Hotel: 			
Courtyard Marriott Nusa Dua
Format: 			
4 sessions on different topics of International Business Law
				
Each with a Chair and 3 - 4 panellists
Cost: 			
For more information on price, including Corporate packages and the golf, please 		
				
see the registration form on page 8
Topics: 			
				
				
				

Strategic Partnerships with Corporate Counsel : Creating Win-Win Outcomes
Judicial Intervention in Arbitrations And Setting Aside Awards
Cross border finance transactions: Taking security in different jurisdictions
The future shape of law firms: increasing business related offerings to the client base

About ADVOC
ADVOC is an international network of independent law firms, sharing international expertise in jurisdictions across the globe.
Our member firms have a proven record of immediate response to the needs of clients of other members. Each member is
committed to ensuring that all clients are more than satisfied with the service provided.
We are ranked in Chambers as a leading law firm network and many of our lawyers are ranked in legal directories as experts in
their fields.
We are proud to have established an informal cooperation with LEX AFRICA.
With this cooperation we have 109 members in 85 countries.

Programme and Keynote Speaker

Keynote Speaker
Dato’ Mohamad Ariff Yusof
Retired Court of Appeal Judge, Malaysia & Founder of Cheang & Ariff
Dato’ Mohamad Ariff bin Md Yusof is a retired Judge of the Court of Appeal Malaysia. A graduate of the
University of London (London School of Economics), and Lincoln’s Inn, he started his career in 1974 as
a law lecturer and subsequently an Associate Professor of the Law Faculty of the University of Malaya
before venturing into legal practice as an advocate and solicitor in 1986. He was one of the founding
partners in Messrs Cheang & Ariff. He took leave from legal practice between 1993 and 1995 to join the newlyformed Securities Commission of Malaysia and became the first Director of its Market Supervision Department.
He became a Judicial Commissioner, High Court of Malaya in 2008, later a Judge of the High Court, and thereafter
became a Judge of the Court of Appeal in 2012. He retired from the Malaysian Judiciary in early 2015.

Conference Chairman
Tom Darbyshire
Partner, Kott Gunning, Australia
Tom became a partner at Kott Gunning in 2002. He has extensive experience as a litigator and has
appeared as counsel in all state and federal courts with the exception of the High Court.
Tom is a graduate of the Insolvency Practitioners Association of Australia’s Advanced Law and Solvency
course. He has substantial experience in conducting both recovery and insolvency actions in the
Western Australian Supreme Court and frequently advises on enforcement of securities and the director’s duties in
an insolvency context.
Tom has co-ordinated the delivery of training to the Water Corporation on Magistrates Court procedure and supervises
the debt recovery work undertaken by Kott Gunning for the Water Corporation. Tom was also the supervisor of the
Adverse Possession project run by Kott Gunning with the Corporate Real Estate section between 2007 and 2010.

Opening Address By
Dato’ Jude P.Benny
Senior Partner, Joseph Tan Jude Benny LLP, Singapore
Dato’ Benny is the Senior Partner of Joseph Tan Jude Benny LLP. He founded the firm in 1988, and has
since been the architect of the firm’s growth.
As a reputable litigation lawyer, Dato’ Benny is constantly awarded personal accolades in legal circles. The Asia
Pacific Legal 500 1999/2000 Edition described Dato’ Benny as “one of the best respected shipping lawyers in
Singapore”. He was ranked one of the foremost shipping lawyers in the country by The Euro-Money Legal Group
Guide and short-listed by Chambers Global Directory 2000 as one of the “Leaders in their Fields” of Shipping Law.
In 2003, he was named in the Legal Who’s Who of Singapore, and Chambers Global Guide 2005 describes him as “…
impressive and quick off the mark” and “old hand in the game, [who] knows every rule in the book and may have
written a few himself”..
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Programme and Keynote Speaker

Programme
Day 1
13:30		

Conference Registration

13:50		

Opening Address by President of ADVOC Asia

		

Keynote - “The Judiciary, The Executive and The Rule of Law” by Dato’ Mohamad Ariff Yusof,
Retired Court of Appeal Judge, Malaysia & Founder of Cheang & Ariff

14:15		

Session 1 - Strategic Partnerships with Corporate Counsel : Creating Win-Win Outcomes

16:00

Tea Break

16:15		

Session 2 - Judicial Interventions in Arbitrations and Setting Aside Awards

18:00 		

Break

19:00 		

Cocktails and Networking

19:30		

Conference Dinner and After Dinner Talk

Day 2
				
09:30		

Session 3 - Cross border finance transactions: Taking security in different jurisdictions

11:15		

Tea Break

11:30		

Session 4 - The future shape of law firms: increasing business related offerings to the client base

13:15

Lunch and Networking

14:30		

Panel Discussion and Question time with all Chairmen

15:30		

Closing Remarks
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Speaker Biographies

Strategic Partnerships with Corporate Counsel : Creating Win-Win Outcomes
The panel session, chaired by Greg Skehan

Greg Skehan, Senior Partner, Colin Biggers & Paisley, Australia
Greg began his professional career as a construction lawyer before moving into the insurance area
with a diverse practice across all areas of insurance. This includes construction risk, professional
indemnity, directors’ and officers’ liability, accident, health, products, property and reinsurance. He
is extremely experienced in all forms of commercial negotiation, litigation and alternative dispute
resolution. With Greg as senior partner, the firm advises many of Australia’s largest corporations and
government departments in all matters involving property development, construction, infrastructure
and the insurance requirements. Greg returned to Sydney in October 2009, having spent the prior 18 months running
the firm’s associated offices in Dubai and Abu Dhabi. Since returning from the UAE, Greg’s time has been spent
advising a variety of clients on risk management, corporate governance, due diligence and a variety of commercial
dealings. He is on the board of a number of corporations and a board adviser to others. In 2013 and 2014 Greg was
listed in Best Lawyers for insurance. He was also listed in Chambers and Partners.

Panelists
Dunstan de Souza, Managing Partner, Colin Biggers & Paisley, Sydney (Session 1 Speaker)
Under Dunstan’s stewardship, Colin Biggers & Paisley has evolved into an elite firm, recognised for its
top-tier work, particularly in the specialisations of insurance, construction, property and commercial
litigation. Over the past four years, the firm’s revenue growth has exceeded 40 per cent. Dunstan has
been responsible for the firm chalking up many ‘firsts’ in the legal sector. It was the first Australian law
firm to open an office in the United Arab Emirates. Dunstan is a founding member of ADVOC Asia and
was its President from 2002-2014. He is currently a member of ADVOC Asia’s International Executive.

James Thomas, Deputy National Claims Manager, Liberty Insurance, Australia (Session 1 Speaker)
James has over 25 years experience in financial lines claims. A CIP, Fellow of ANZIIF and holding a
degree in Masters of Business Administration, James comes to LIU with extensive experience, having
handled a wide range of financial lines claims types across a variety of professions.
James’ professional experience includes work on Specialty Casualty claims at a number of other
insurers in Australia. James also spent 4 years working as a claims broker in the London market.

Ruth Newfield, Deputy General Counsel, Westfield, Australia (Session 1 Speaker)
Ruth Newfield (Session 1 Speaker) Deputy General Counsel, Westfield, Australia
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Speaker Biographies

Judicial Intervention in Arbitrations And Setting Aside Awards
The panel session, chaired by Dato’ Jude Benny

Dato’ Jude Benny, Partner, Joseph Tan Jude Benny LLP, Singapore
Apart from being an appointed arbitrator in various arbitration institutions, Dato’ Benny has been
instrumental in the development of arbitration in Singapore. As a Director of the Singapore Maritime
Foundation, Dato’ Benny led a Working Group that established the Singapore Chamber of Maritime
Arbitration in 2004.

Panelists
Tom Darbyshire, Partner, Kott Gunning, Australia
Tom has been a Partner of Kott Gunning since 2002 and was Managing Partner between 2008 and
2012. Tom’s area of practice is commercial litigation with an emphasis on insolvency, competition and
consumer law, conflicts of law and e-commerce.

Dato’ Mohamad Ariff Yusof
Retired Court of Appeal Judge, Malaysia & Founder of Cheang & Ariff
Dato’ Mohamad Ariff bin Md Yusof is a retired Judge of the Court of Appeal Malaysia. A graduate of the
University of London (London School of Economics), and Lincoln’s Inn, he started his career in 1974 as
a law lecturer and subsequently an Associate Professor of the Law Faculty of the University of Malaya
before venturing into legal practice as an advocate and solicitor in 1986.

Rocco Russo, Partner, Cooper Grace Ward, Australia
Rocco leads Cooper Grace Ward’s litigation and dispute resolution group, with more than 15 years’
experience in business litigation and commercial dispute resolution.
Rocco has handled cases throughout Australia involving a diverse range of clients across many different
industries and areas of law. Specific areas of expertise include corporate, construction, property, debt
recovery, mining services and intellectual property disputes as well as representing clients in corporate
investigations and commissions of inquiry. Rocco has experience in complex, high value, corporate critical disputes,
and has led large multi-disciplinary project teams in significant and high profile cases.
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Speaker Biographies

Cross border finance transactions: Taking security in different jurisdictions
The panel session, chaired by Dr Harald Endemann

Dr Harald Endemann, Partner, Seufert Rechtsanwälte, Germany
Harald is an expert in corporate and labour law with a special focus on M&A and restructuring work.
His clients come from various lines of business with Health Care being one of his core areas of practice.

Panelists
Clare Brewer, Partner, Ashfords LLP, UK
Clare is a Partner in the Projects Team. She has been in practice for over 20 years, the first 14 of them
in London, mostly with Norton Rose. She is a project finance specialist with important skills that cover
both banking documentation and commercial contracts.
Clare and the team have been working on a number of waste projects, Public Sector outsourcing, and
procurements. They are currently advising North Yorkshire County Council on a Public Private Partnership to provide
long term waste services.

Nick Gleeson, CEO of BW LPG Ltd
Nicholas Gleeson, born 1971, is CEO of BW LPG. He has over 20 years of international management
experience across various industries and in both listed and private businesses. Mr. Gleeson was Chief
Financial Officer of BW Group prior to taking on the CEO -ship of BW LPG on listing. In 2008 and 2009
he was CFO of Oslo-listed BW Gas. He has also held CFO and other senior management roles with
Global Tender Barges, Miclyn Express Offshore, Compagnie Financiére Tradition and Philips Electronics.
He began his post-graduate career with KPMG in Sydney. Mr. Gleeson holds an MBA from INSEAD, a Bachelor of
Commerce from the Australian National University, and is an Australian Chartered Accountant.
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Speaker Biographies

Law Firms offering business related services: Is this the future?
The panel session, chaired by Greg Skehan

Sathish Dasan, Partner, Norman Waterhouse, Adelaide, Australia
Sathish is the Partner in charge of the Firm’s Employment and Local Government Governance and
Regulatory Services Teams. For well over a decade Sathish has been one of South Australia’s preeminent employment law specialists. Sathish has wide experience in the area of dispute resolution,
negotiations and bargaining with industrial associations on behalf employers in both the Federal and
State Industrial Relations Commissions. Over his years of legal practice, he has expanded his area
of expertise to include all aspects of government governance and probity issues, with a particular
focus on the legal, cultural and organisational issues that lie at the heart of the relationship between elected
members, Chief Executive Officers and staff.

Panelists
Garry Mackay, Partner, Commercial Team, divisional head of Commercial Services and joint CEO
Garry advises clients on their IT contracts and data protection issues, as well as commercial contracts.
He also advises government departments, major private companies, internet service providers,
software warehouse companies including well-know brand retail outlets on a number of issues including
outsourcing agreements, data sharing, software licensing and development agreements, maintenance
contracts and major commercial technology project agreements.
Garry is recognised as a leading figure in the technology field by both the Legal 500 and the Chambers Guide to the
Legal Profession and is praised for his “pragmatic legal advice” and ability to “understand clients’ needs”.

Dato’ Jude Benny, Partner, Joseph Tan Jude Benny LLP, Singapore
Apart from being an appointed arbitrator in various arbitration institutions, Dato’ Benny has been
instrumental in the development of arbitration in Singapore. As a Director of the Singapore Maritime
Foundation, Dato’ Benny led a Working Group that established the Singapore Chamber of Maritime
Arbitration in 2004.
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The Hotel
Courtyard Marriott Nusa Dua
Bali, Indonesia
20 minutes from Denpasar International Airport, discover Courtyard Bali Nusa Dua, an attractive hotel located
along the stunning coast of southern Bali close to tranquil and pristine white-sand beaches in Nusa Dua and
Legian.
Address: 		
			
			

Courtyard Bali Nusa Dua
Kawasan Pariwisata Lot SW1
Nusa Dua Bali, 80363 Indonesia

Phone: 		

+62 - 361 3003 888

Website: 		

www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/dpscy-courtyard-bali-nusa-dua/

